Smith & McDonagh: Case of Pachydermatocele structure of rodent ulcer. In November, 1904, the growth appearing to have been completely removed, the large aperture was closed by a plastic operation. For some time there was no appearance of growth in the skin, but when seen from time to time it was noticed that the skin was becoming thinner, and later broke into apertures, though free from infiltration. Somewhere in 1906 the skin again showed infiltration, and a further operation was carried out. He did not long remain free, and was seen from time to time and was finally admitted with a view of being treated by radium, no surgical operation holding out any prospect of success.
The decrease of the marginal growth is very well marked, and this is especially so where the gap remained after the removal of a piece for examination. The bone is cleaner and bleeds less easily. There has been some smart reaction in the surrounding skin, with oedema of the eyelids and conjunctivitis.
There can be no doubt of the steady improvement in this extensive case, and it is clear that radium has proved more successful than the X-rays. The treatment is carried out by my colleague, Mr. Iredell, in the actino-therapeutic department at Guy's Hospital.
The man will be shown at a later meeting.
A Case of Pachydermatocele.
By ARCHIBALD SMITH, F.R.C.S., and JAMES MCDONAGH, F.R.C.S. THE patient first came under observation at the West London Hospital on November 19, complaining of hernia, for which he is shortly to be admitted. It was noticed that he had a swelling on the left side of the scalp, extending from behind, midway between the ear and the occipital protuberance, upwards and -forwards. The swelling is divided into three parts, which are soft and semi-fluctuating, and tend to fall towards the ear in the form of folds. Between the middle and posterior parts of the swelling on deep palpation is to be felt a vertical cord about the size of a crow-quill-evidently a portion of the trunk of the occipital nerve-considerably enlarged and tender on pressure. Sections, prepared from a fragment of the growth removed under local anesthesia, were exhibited.
